
 

ELEVATED SCHOOL DROPOUT RATES IN RURAL CHINA 
 

Mollie Bradley 
 

FOOTNOTES 
 

1.  “Education in China - Statistics & Facts,” Statista, November 22, 2019, 
https://www.statista.com/topics/2090/education-in-china/#dossierSummary__chapter4.  

2.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out: Why are Students Leaving Junior High in China's Poor Rural 
Areas?”International Journal of Educational Development 32, no.4 (2012): 556, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2011.09.002.  

3.  Yuanyuan Chen and Shuaizhang Feng, “Access to Public Schools and the Education of Migrant 
Children in China,” China Economic Review 26, (September 2013): 75–76, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2013.04.007.  

4.  Rachel Murphy, “Study and School in the Lives of Children in Migrant Families: A View from 
Rural Jiangxi, China,” Development & Change 45, no. 1 (January 2014): 31,  
http://content.ebscohost.com/ContentServer.asp?EbscoContent=dGJyMMvl7ESeqLc4yOvsOLC
msEiep7NSsK24SLeWxWXS&ContentCustomer=dGJyMPGuskyurK5IuePfgeyx43zx1%2B6B&T
=P&P=AN&S=L&D=eoh&K=1428790.  

5.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out.”  
6.  Chuanbo Chen and C. Cindy Fan, "China's Hukou Puzzle: Why Don't Rural Migrants Want 

Urban Hukou?" China Review 16, no. 3 (2016): 11, https://muse.jhu.edu/article/634713.  
7.  Ibid. 
8.  Jason Young, China’s Hukou System: Markets, Migrants and Institutional Change, (New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), 54–55. 
9.  Jing Liu and Chunbing Xing, "Migrate for Education: An Unintended Effect of School District 

Combination in Rural China," China Economic Review 40, (September, 2016): 
195, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2016.07.003.  

10.  Liu and Xing, "Migrate for Education.” 
11.  Xu Huang et al., “Residential Mobility in China: home ownership among rural-urban migrants 

after reform of the hukou registration system,” Journal of Housing and the Built Environment 29, 
(2014): 616, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10901-013-9370-5.  

12.  Wen Wang and Zhirong Jerry Zhao, "Rural taxation reforms and compulsory education finance in 
China," Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting & Financial Management 24, no. 1 (2012): 136, 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JPBAFM-24-01-2012-B007.  

13.  Can Tang, Liqiu Zhao, and Zhong Zhao, “Child Labor in China,” China Economic Review 51, 
(October 2018): 151-152, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2016.05.006.  

14.  Baicai Sun and Jingjian Xu, "Why Ethnic Minority Children are More Likely to Drop Out of School: 
A Cultural Capital Perspective,"Chinese Education & Society 43, no. 5 (2010):31-32, 
https://doi.org/10.2753/CED1061-1932430502.  

15.  Thomas S. Mullaney et al., Critical Han studies: The History, Representation, and Identity of 
China's Majority, (Berkely: University of California Press, 2012), 1.  

16.   Richard R. Nelson, “A Theory of the Low-Level Equilibrium Trap in Underdeveloped 
Economies,” The American Economic Review 46, no. 5 (1956): 894, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1811910.  

17.  Meichen Lu, et al., “Who drops out from primary schools in China? Evidence from 
minority-concentrated rural areas,” Asia Pacific Education Review 17, no. 2 (2016): 235, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12564-016-9421-1.  

18.  Ibid. 

https://www.statista.com/topics/2090/education-in-china/#dossierSummary__chapter4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2011.09.002
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.1016/j.chieco.2013.04.007
http://content.ebscohost.com/ContentServer.asp?EbscoContent=dGJyMMvl7ESeqLc4yOvsOLCmsEiep7NSsK24SLeWxWXS&ContentCustomer=dGJyMPGuskyurK5IuePfgeyx43zx1%2B6B&T=P&P=AN&S=L&D=eoh&K=1428790
http://content.ebscohost.com/ContentServer.asp?EbscoContent=dGJyMMvl7ESeqLc4yOvsOLCmsEiep7NSsK24SLeWxWXS&ContentCustomer=dGJyMPGuskyurK5IuePfgeyx43zx1%2B6B&T=P&P=AN&S=L&D=eoh&K=1428790
http://content.ebscohost.com/ContentServer.asp?EbscoContent=dGJyMMvl7ESeqLc4yOvsOLCmsEiep7NSsK24SLeWxWXS&ContentCustomer=dGJyMPGuskyurK5IuePfgeyx43zx1%2B6B&T=P&P=AN&S=L&D=eoh&K=1428790
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/634713
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.1016/j.chieco.2016.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10901-013-9370-5
https://doi.org/10.1108/JPBAFM-24-01-2012-B007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2016.05.006
https://doi.org/10.2753/CED1061-1932430502
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1811910
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12564-016-9421-1


 

19.  “Number of students at elementary schools in China between 2008-2018,” Statista, November 1, 
2019, 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/227034/number-of-students-at-elementary-schools-in-china/.  

20.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out.” 
21.  Lu, et al., “Who drops out from primary schools in China?” 
22.  Ibid. 
23.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out.” 
24.  Mitch Moxley, “China: Alarming School Dropout Rate Blamed on Teaching Methods,” Inter Press 

Service, June 30, 2010, 
http://www.ipsnews.net/2010/06/china-alarming-school-dropout-rate-blamed-on-teaching-method
s/.  

25.  Chen and Feng, “Access to Public Schools.” 
26.  Sara G. Lam, Teach for America Goes to China: Teach for China, Educational Equity, and Public 

Sphere Participation in Education, The University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2017.  
27.  Ibid. 
28.  Ibid. 
29.  Young, China’s Hukou System. 
30.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China.  
31.  “Population in China-Statistics & Facts,” Statista, March 11, 2020, 

https://www.statista.com/topics/1276/population-in-china/.  
32.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
33.  Mullaney et al., The History, Representation, and Identity of China's Majority. 
34.  Qian Minhui, “Discontinuity and Reconstruction: The Hidden Curriculum in Schoolroom 

Instruction in MInority-Nationality Areas,” Chinese Education and Society 40, no.2 (2007), 71, 
https://doi.org/10.2753/CED1061-1932400204.  

35.  Sun and Xu, "Why Ethnic Minority Children.” 
36.  “Education in China—Statistics & Facts,” Statistia, April 7, 2020, 

https://www.statista.com/topics/2090/education-in-china/#dossierSummary__chapter4.  
37.  Yong Zhao, Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Dragon, (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2014),130. 
38.  “Education in China—Statistics & Facts.” 
39.  Cai Yiwen, “Changing Rural Education One Girl At a Time,” Sixth Tone, November 13, 2017, 

https://www.sixthtone.com/news/1001171/changing-rural-education-one-girl-at-a-time.  
40.  Therese Hesketh and Wei Xing Zhu, “Health in China: The one child family policy: the good, the 

bad, and the ugly,” BMJ 314 (1997): 1685–1686, https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.314.7095.1685.  
41.  Xiaoyan Lei et al, "Sibling gender composition’s effect on education: evidence from China," 

Journal of population economics 30, no. 2 (2017): 584, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00148-016-0614-z.  

42.  Ibid. 
43.  Minhui, “Discontinuity and Reconstruction.”  
44.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out.”  
45.  Ibid. 
46.  Philip H. Brown and Albert Park, “Education and poverty in rural China,” Economics of Education 

Review 20, (2002):537-540, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0272-7757(01)00040-1.  
47.  Hongmei Yi et al., “Dropping Out.” 
48.  Tang, Zhao, and Zhao, “Child Labor in China.” 
49.  Brown and Park, “Education and poverty in rural China.” 
50.  Yiwen, “Changing Rural Education One Girl At a Time.” 
51.  Brown and Park, “Education and poverty in rural China.” 
52.  Ibid. 
53.  Meng Zhao and Paul Glewwe, “What Determines Basic School Attainment in Developing 

Countries? Evidence from Rural China,” Economic Education Review 29, no.3 (June 2010): 451, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2009.10.008.   

https://www.statista.com/statistics/227034/number-of-students-at-elementary-schools-in-china/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2010/06/china-alarming-school-dropout-rate-blamed-on-teaching-methods/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2010/06/china-alarming-school-dropout-rate-blamed-on-teaching-methods/
https://www.statista.com/topics/1276/population-in-china/
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.2753/CED1061-1932400204
https://www.statista.com/topics/2090/education-in-china/#dossierSummary__chapter4
https://www.sixthtone.com/news/1001171/changing-rural-education-one-girl-at-a-time
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.314.7095.1685
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00148-016-0614-z
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.1016/S0272-7757(01)00040-1
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.1016/j.econedurev.2009.10.008


 

54.  Liu and Xing, "Migrate for Education.” 
55.  Yujuan Gao et al., "Parental Migration's Effects on the Academic and Non-Academic 

Performance of Left-Behind Children in Rural China," China Economist 14, no. 5 (2019): 68, 
DOI:10.19602/j.chinaeconomist.2019.9.07.  

56.  Ibid. 
57.  Chen and Feng, “Access to Public Schools.” 
58.  Ibid. 
59.  Ibid. 
60.  Ibid. 
61.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
62.  Brown and Park, “Education and poverty in rural China.” 
63.  Ibid. 
64.  Ibid. 
65.  Ibid. 
66.  Yin Cheong Cheng, Ya-Qing Mao, and Zhikui Niu, "Reforms on teachers' employment system 

and children's rights to education in China," International Journal of Educational Management 23. 
no. 1(2009): 7, https://doi.org/10.1108/09513540910926394.  

67.  Ibid. 
68.  Ibid. 
69.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
70.  Ibid. 
71.  Cheng, Mao, and Niu, "Reforms on teachers' employment system.” 
72.  Brown and Park, “Education and poverty in rural China.” 
73.  Cheng, Mao, and Niu, "Reforms on teachers' employment system.” 
74.  Ibid. 
75.  Minhui, “Discontinuity and Reconstruction.” 
76.  Ibid. 
77.  John Knight, Li Shi, and Deng Quheng, “Education and the Poverty Trap in Rural China: Setting 

the Trap,” Oxford Development Studies 37, no.4 (2009): 315, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13600810903305232.  

78.  Ibid. 
79.  Nelson, “A Theory of the Low-Level Equilibrium Trap.” 
80.  “Gross domestic product (GDP) of China in 2018, by region,” Statista, February 6, 2020, 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/278557/gdp-of-china-by-region/.  
81.  Sue-Lin Wong, “China’s school dropouts a growing concern for economy in transition,” Reuters 

Business News, August 25, 2017, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-economy-labour/chinas-school-dropouts-a-growing-conc
ern-for-economy-in-transition-idUSKCN1B50HM.  

82.  Xin Xiang, “My Future, My Family, My Freedom: Meanings of Schooling for Poor, Rural Chinese 
Youth,” Harvard Educational Review 88, no.1 (2018): 83, DOI:10.17763/1943-5045-88.1.81. 

83.  Wong, “China’s school dropouts a growing concern.” 
84.  Minhui, “Discontinuity and Reconstruction.” 
85.  Ibid. 
86.  Zhao, Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Dragon. 
87.  Minhui, “Discontinuity and Reconstruction.” 
88.   Zai Liang and Yiu Por Chen, “The Educational Consequences of Migration for Children in 

China,”Social Science Research 36, no. 1(March 2007), 
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.532.1537&rep=rep1&type=pdf.  

89.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
90.  Young, China’s Hukou System. 
91.  Xiang, “My Future, My Family, My Freedom.” 

https://doi.org/10.1108/09513540910926394
https://doi-org.erl.lib.byu.edu/10.1080/13600810903305232
https://www.statista.com/statistics/278557/gdp-of-china-by-region/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-economy-labour/chinas-school-dropouts-a-growing-concern-for-economy-in-transition-idUSKCN1B50HM
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-economy-labour/chinas-school-dropouts-a-growing-concern-for-economy-in-transition-idUSKCN1B50HM
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.532.1537&rep=rep1&type=pdf


 

92.  Jason Hung, “Educational Investment and Sociopsychological Wellbeing Among Rural Chinese 
Women,” Inquiries Journal 10, no. 5 (2018), http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/a?id=1736.  

93.  Huiquan Zhou and Xinyuan Shang, “Short-Term Volunteer Teachers in Rural China: Challenges 
and Needs,” Frontiers of Education in China 6, (December 2011): 571-572, DOI 
10.1007/s11516-011-0146-y.  

94.  Ibid. 
95.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
96.  “Vision and Model,” Teach For China, accessed September 19, 2019, 

http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html.  
97.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
98.  “Long-term Influence,” tfchina.org, Teach For China, accessed November 14, 2019, 

http://tfchina.org/effect/.  
99.  “Long-term Influence.”  
100.  Zhao, Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Dragon. 
101.  Sun and Xu, "Why Ethnic Minority Children.” 
102.  Zhou and Shang, “Short-term volunteer teachers in rural China.” 
103.  Ibid. 
104.  Yiwen, “Changing Rural Education One Girl At a Time.” 
105.  Rural Education Action Program, “Money for Matriculation: Conditional Cash Transfers to 

Reduce Junior High Dropouts in Rural China,”REAP Publications (Policy Brief #114), (2011), 7, 
https://fsi-live.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/REAP114-EN.pdf.  

106.  Yiwen, “Changing Rural Education One Girl At a Time.” 
107.  “Programs,” Educating Girls of Rural China, accessed November 16, 2019, 

https://egrc.ca/programs/.  
108.  Rural Education Action Program, “Money for Matriculation.” 
109. “Achievements,” Educating Girls of Rural China, accessed July 11, 2020, https://egrc.ca/.  
110. “Programs,” Educating Girls of Rural China. 
111.  Ibid. 
112.  “Alumni’s Success,” Educating Girls of Rural China, accessed July 11, 2020, 

https://egrc.ca/alumni-success/.  
113.  Yiwen, “Changing Rural Education One Girl At a Time.” 
114.  Ibid. 
115.  “Money for Matriculation: Conditional Cash Transfers to Reduce Junior High Dropouts in 

Rural China,” REAP Publications, Stanford, 2011, 
https://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/publications/reap_brief_114_money_for_matriculation_conditional_ca
sh_transfers_to_reduce_junior_high_dropouts_in_rural_china.  

116.  Ibid. 
117.  Ibid. 
118.  “Our Students,” Educating Girls of Rural China, accessed November 16, 2019, 

https://egrc.ca/our-students/.  
119.  “Rural China,” WE, accessed September 19, 2019, 

https://www.we.org/en-CA/our-work/we-villages/countries-we-work-in/china.  
120.  Ibid. 
121.  Lam, Teach for America Goes to China. 
122.  Ibid. 
123.  “Rural China.” 
124.  “Policy Impact,” REAP Rural Education Action Program, accessed March 20, 2020. 

https://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/policy_impact.  
125.  Timothy Hildebrant, Social organizations and the authoritarian state in China, (New 

York:Cambridge University Press, 2013), 41. 
126.  “Policy Impact.” 
127.  Ibid. 

http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/a?id=1736
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/vision/index.html
http://tfchina.org/effect/
https://fsi-live.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/REAP114-EN.pdf
https://egrc.ca/programs/
https://egrc.ca/
https://egrc.ca/alumni-success/
https://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/publications/reap_brief_114_money_for_matriculation_conditional_cash_transfers_to_reduce_junior_high_dropouts_in_rural_china
https://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/publications/reap_brief_114_money_for_matriculation_conditional_cash_transfers_to_reduce_junior_high_dropouts_in_rural_china
https://egrc.ca/our-students/
https://www.we.org/en-CA/our-work/we-villages/countries-we-work-in/china
https://reap.fsi.stanford.edu/policy_impact


 

128.  “China to recruit retired teachers to rural schools,” Ministry of Education: The People’s 
Republic of China, May 3, 2019, 
http://en.moe.gov.cn/news/media_highlights/201905/t20190505_380574.html.  

129.  REAP, “Computers as Tutors? Leveraging PCs to Advance Learning in China’s Rural 
Schools,” REAP Publications (REAP Brief #116), (2012): 12, 
https://fsi-live.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/REAP116-EN.pdf.  

 

http://en.moe.gov.cn/news/media_highlights/201905/t20190505_380574.html
https://fsi-live.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/REAP116-EN.pdf

